
The Kate & Gareth Griffith Scholarship in Quaternary Science 
 
Arts of Climate Reconstruction: An arts practice-based PhD exploring the use of fossils to 
reconstruct past climates  
 
Department of Geography, Royal Holloway, University of London, three year fully funded 
PhD.  
 
Applications are invited for a fine arts practice-based PhD based in the Centre for 
Quaternary Research, working on the use of fossils in the reconstruction of past climates. 
The PhD will also be supported by staff from the Centre for the GeoHumanities. 
 
The studentship will be supervised by Professor Danielle Schreve, Director of the Centre for 
Quaternary Research, and Professor Harriet Hawkins, Co-Director of the Centre for the 
GeoHumanities. It will be funded at £17280 stipend per annum (rising in line with annual 
increments) with fees paid for three years full-time equivalent and is available from 
September 2019. There is £2000 per annum available for materials and exhibition costs and 
£1700 per annum available for materials, fieldwork and conference attendance.  
 
The Studentship: 
 
From hyaena bones to vole teeth, the Quaternary (“Ice Age”, last 2.6 million years) fossil 
record has recently emerged as a valuable source through which to reconstruct animal 
responses to both long-term and abrupt climate change in the past, and to predict future 
changes. We invite applications from an artist working in any media to develop a practice-
based PhD working as part of the Royal Holloway Centre for Quaternary Research (CQR). 
The CQR group focus on the interface between climates, environments, people and other 
biota on a range of spatial and temporal scales, developing high-resolution palaeoclimatic 
and palaeoenvironmental research and generating new understandings of the chronology 
and nature of early human and animal dispersal and behaviour. 
 
Environmental change has long been a topic of interest for artists, becoming increasingly 
popular in the context of debates around the Anthropocene and climate change. This 
practice-based PhD project will focus on practices of climate reconstruction through the 
Quaternary fossil record. Using Gully Cave (a previously-unexplored cave that is now a 
flagship Quaternary Science research project) as a starting point there is considerable scope 
for the student to develop the project in any direction they wish and through their own 
practice.   
 
As well as working with CQR the student will be supported by scholars and practitioners 
working in the Royal Holloway Centre for the GeoHumanities. This centre, founded in 2016, 
has supported a series of artists in residence and practice-based PhDs across a range of 
Geographic topics. The student will therefore join a community where creative practice-
based research is an accepted part of the research process and applicants should be 
adaptable and fluent in communicating their research to a mixed interdisciplinary audience.  
 
 



Making art work independently (RHUL is unable to provide studio space, but lab space and 
desk space is available), the student will produce a thesis consisting of a body of art work, a 
written document, and some form of public-orientated output (e.g. an exhibition/ 
performance/publication as appropriate to the practice). Research themes might include:  

• The spaces and practices of field work and laboratory working  

• The fossils themselves (e.g. with respect to death, preservation and assemblage 
formation or evolutionary stage) 

• The use of fossils to engage with Ice Age time, past climates, early humans and 
changing landscapes 

• Practices of creativity and imagination in the process of climate reconstruction   

• The visualisations of past climate data and their reconstruction  
 

The supervisors:  
Prof Schreve’s research focuses on the Quaternary fossil mammal record, combining 
elements of biostratigraphy (the use of fossil assemblages as a dating tool) and the 
reconstruction of past environments, with the investigation of palaeobiological aspects such 
as evolutionary change and the interaction of past mammalian communities with early 
humans. She is currently leading excavations at Gully Cave in the Mendip Hills in Somerset, 
recovering new fossil material of Late Pleistocene age.   
 
Prof Hawkins’s research explores the geographies of art works and art worlds. Her recent 
projects have explored the possibilities of art in the context of global environmental change, 
working in particular on ideas of subterranean imaginations. Important within her work has 
been collaboration with artists in the field, the studio and the gallery. These collaborations 
have resulted in artists’ books, installations and performance events. She has experience 
supervising practice-based PhDs.   
 
How to apply:  
The applicant will have a good undergraduate degree in fine art or an allied field. They will 
either have, or be working towards, a practice-based masters or equivalent in fine art or an 
allied field. They will have experience of writing to high standards, and a willingness to 
produce a written thesis to accompany the art work of between 30,000- 60,000 words. They 
should have the ability to demonstrate how their practice could relate to key themes of the 
PhD, around for example arts of environmental change and /or fossils.  
Applicants should submit:  

i) A CV (max 2 sides) including details of two academic references 
ii) A cover letter outlining their qualifications and interest in the studentship (max 2 

sides) 
iii) A sample of written work up to 2000 words 
iv) A PDF portfolio of up to six images and a maximum size of 10mb  

 
These should be sent by email to Danielle.Schreve@rhul.ac.uk by 17/04/2019. Interviews 
will take place in May. 
 
For further information on the project please contact Danielle Schreve  
Danielle.Schreve@rhul.ac.uk and Harriet Hawkins  Harriet.Hawkins@rhul.ac.uk  
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